(sample letter to Secretary Reville)

Secretary Paul Reville
Executive Office of Education
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
One Ashburton Place, Room 1403
Boston, MA  02108
Fax: (617)727-0049
Email: 

Dear Secretary Reville:
I (we) are writing as a  parent(s)of a child(ren) attending a Catholic school here in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, (Name of School and  Community).  Recently your office was presented HB 1933/HB 3582, a bill relative to non-public school student access to the MCAS exam, for the purpose of studying the feasibility of delivering this opportunity and reporting back to the Commonwealth’s Joint Committee on Education.   We understand that this bill will allow a student in a non-public school in the Commonwealth to take the MCAS exam if they elect; and requires the cost of the exam shall be borne by said student.  As taxpayers whose child(ren) may consider applying to one of our Commonwealth’s state universities, passage of this bill would open the door for our child(ren) to apply for the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship.  As taxpayers we feel strongly that this opportunity should be provided but we are currently excluded due to our parental right of choice when it comes to education.

We hope that you will expedite this study, taking into account our wishes, and report back to the legislature at the earliest possible date.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely,

cc: (your legislators)

       Parents Alliance for Catholic Education

Adams Scholarship - Legislation Receives Favorable Action

HB 1933, a bill relative to non-public school student access to the MCAS exam
The Joint Committee on Education has reported out favorable legislation that would allow a student in a non-public school in the Commonwealth to take the MCAS exam if they elect; and requires the cost of the exam shall be borne by said student.  An amendment attached in committee refers the bill to the Secretary of Education to study the costs and ability to allow for the testing of non-public school students.  We need to let the Secretary know that we want to see this advanced and the opportunity provided to our Catholic School students.  Remember that if this was to pass, the MCAS would only be taken by those who choose to take it – and would allow for the student to qualify for the Adams Scholarship is they achieved the required grade.

Please see that attached sample letter and contact Secretary Reville.  If you can email this memo to your parents it would be appreciated.  Also, contact your local legislators and please let us know at the PACE office so that we can track this effort.  Please remember that even though school is out – government is in and the possibility of doing this “leg” work is greater now than in the fall.
Please contact our office at  (617-723-9890) or by email (Fkalisz@paceorg.net) if you have any questions.
(This communication is being sent out to all Catholic School Diocesan Offices; Catholic High Schools, and the PACE general email list)

